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Count Me In Too



3. Improve the criminal justice response to domestic violence
(increase reporting, arrests, dfences brought to justice)

4. Support victims through the criminal justice system and to
manage perpetrators to reduce risk and harm to victims and
their children.

In relation to LGBT domestic violewge, the National Delivery Plan —

Acknowledges that although it is known that domestic violence
occurs in the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
community, what isn’'t known is the extent of the problem nationally
and what the community’s service needs might be.

Acknowledges that under-reporting of domestic violence appears to
be particularly severe among some groups, for example victims
from black and minority ethnic (BME) groups, and victims from the
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community.

States it is a priority to commission research into the needs of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities for the coming
year (07/08).

States that the Government remains committed to providing a
service to the LGBT community, and will be developing new
proposals for delivering a domestic violence helpline service to
victims from the LGBT community, and ensuring the community
contributes expertise to broader training packages.

States that the Forced Marriage Units two-year strategy will include
“taking forward work to engage with men, the lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender (LGBT) community, and members of the older
generation”.

(National Domestic Vioénce Delivery Plan:
Annual Progress Report 2006/07)

In relation to the above, Count Me In Too in part meets the requirement for
"consulting with and identifying what the LGBT community’s service needs
are in relation to domestic violence".The recommendations from Count Me
In Too both address and could inform future national domestic violence
delivery plans.

Definitions

For the purposes of this report the termdomestic violence and abuse is
used to represent the experiences of those who answered yes to the
guestion; “have you experienced abuse, violence or harassment from

a family member or someone close to you?”  This is slightly different to
the question posed in the 2000 Count Me In survey, where the question
posed related to experiences of abuse, violence or harassment experienced
in the home. The differences between those who have experienced abuse,
violence and harassment and those who have not are also reported in this
report.

Count Me In Too— Additional Findings Report: Domestic Violence & Abuse©2007 Dr. Kath Browne & Spectrum



It should be noted from the outset that this includes all personal
relationships including with family, partners and others who are defined as
‘close’. This report cannot comment in depth on the motivations for this
violence as this was beyond the scope of the research. However, it is noted
that some of this abuse may be attibuted to homophobia, transphobia and
biphobia (by all forms of perpetrators -including partners). This is distinct
from the traditional view of domestic violence which locates it within
heterosexual partnerships, and can attribute the abuse to factors such as
patriarchy (see Pain, 1997), although misogyny and patriarchy should not
be ruled out as motivations for LGBT domestic violence and abuse.

In this report survivors of domestic violence and abuse are defined as

those who have experienced domestic violence and abuse as an
adult as well as when they were children . It is recognised that this
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Genital Mutilation (FGM), so-called *honour’ crimes and killings; trafficking
into forced prostitution and forced labour), violence and abuse perpetrated
by someone close to the survivor is an important consideration when
addressing LGBT experiences of domestic violence and abuse. This has
ramifications for the provision of services, including domestic violence and
abuse services, to LGBT people.

Whatever form it takes, domestic violence is not a one-off incident, and

should instead be seen as a pattern of abusive and controlling behaviour
through which the abuser seeks powe
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LGBT people are often survivors of multiple forms of abuse and distinctions
between child and adult abuse can be unhelpful (and this also applies to
violence against women generally as above) and may not address the
commonalities LGBT domestic violence and abuse survivors have across a
range of perpetrators. Nevertheless, despite the limitations of this
definition the report seeks to engage with existing local structures to
address the absence of services that address LGBT domestic violence and
abuse. Therefore, throughout the report distinctions are made between
violence and abuse from family members, from partners and from others.

However, due to the way the questionwas asked it is not possible to
differentiate between those who haveexperienced domestic violence as a
child and those who have experienced domestic violence as an adult from
family members (we can tell who has only experienced domestic violence
as an adult (i.e. those who said no tothe question, ‘when you were a child
did you experience abuse or violence from a family member or someone
close to you. However, this figure is nd an accurate representation of all of
adult domestic violence and abuse as there may be those who experienced
violence and abuse as an adult and as a child). Therefore, child abuse and
adult abuse from family members are reported together. However, it is
assumed that abuse by partners and expartners constitute adult domestic
violence and abuse. Therefore partnered domestic violence can be
reported.

In this report, those who have been abused by partners, and those who
have been abused by family members are reported, in order to facilitate
engagement with specific services. Where they are not reported as
separate groups, the difference in percentages was marginal. It should be
noted, however, that 21% of respondents who experienced violence and
abuse from a family member also experienced violence and abuse
partner/ex-partner and therefore these categories are not mutually
exclusive. Further research should seek to differentiate these categories
and explore potential similarities and differences between those abused as
children and those abused as adults. This research offers fruitful lines of

enquiry to begin this venture, pointing to further areas of research

development as well as suggesting policy guidelines and

recommendations.

Outline of the report

This report will now move on to the findings of the data:

Sample of LGBT survivors of domestic violence and abuse: This
chapter will outline who is addressed in this report and the
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Reporting of domestic violence and abuse: level of reporting and
satisfaction as well as outlining why incidents of domestic violence
were not reported.

Relationships and sex: This chapte covers partnered relationships,
marriage and sex, exploring specifc issues for LGBT people who
have experienced both partnered and family domestic violence and
abuse.

Housing: The housing chapter will explore homelessness and
experiences of fleeing partnered domestic violence and abuse, this
will highlight the absence of services in this area.

Safety Fears: The report addresses LGBT survivors of domestic
violence and their fear of crime in relation to the rest of the LGBT
sample.

Risk factors for survivors of domestic violence and abuse: The risk
and vulnerabilities chapter will address specific risk factors
identified in this research, examining support networks, isolation,
suicide thoughts and attempts, and mental health.

Count Me In Too— Additional Findings Report: Domestic Violence & Abuse©2007 Dr. Kath Browne & Spectrum
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sexual identities). This question highlighted that 12 people who said no to
the domestic violence and abuse question, reported that they had
experienced abuse, bullying or harassnent from family, partners and/or
lovers in relation to their gender/sexual identity in the past five years.
Although a small number, this highlights under-reporting of this issue and
perhaps a general lack of understanding regarding domestic violence and
abuse. However, in this paper for brevity and clarity, those who reported
that they had not experienced abuse, violence or harassment from a family
member or someone close to them are considered as domestic violence or
abuse survivor.

Perpetrators of domestic violence and abuse

The respondents were asked a general question regarding who perpetrated
the violence, abuse or harassment. This question allowed for multiple
responses. The results are shown in figure 2.2a below. These percentages
only include those who answered yes to experiencing violence, abuse and
harassment from a family member or someone close to them.

Figure 2.2a: Was the abuser a... (% of those who answered yes to Q23, i.e. who
had experienced abuse from a family member / someone close to

them)
A Family Member E Male Ex partner | Female Ex partner
B Male Partner F Neighbour J Trans partner
C Female Partner G Other K Carer
D Friend H Visitor

Table 2.2b shows the composition for the categories of analysis used for
this survey. These are the composite categories used to create statistically
significant results and also address the service provision that differentiates
between adult and child abuse, as well as between partner and other forms
of abuse and violence. Four people had experienced abuse from a trans
partner. These are classified in the‘other’ category in order to create
abused by male/female partner categories. Although this is not ideal, the
trans category could not be differentiated on the basis of gender for this
research.
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Table 2.2b:  The composition of each of the categories used for analysis
Family members experienced violence, abuse and/or harassment from
family members

Partners or ex-  experienced violence, abuse and/or harassment from
partners female or male current and/or ex-partner(s)

Male partners or experienced violence, abuse and/or harassment from
ex-partners male current and/or ex-partner(s)

Female partners experienced violence, abuse and/or harassment from
or ex-partners female current and/or ex-partner(s)

Others experienced violence, abuse and/or harassment from
friend, carer, trans-7 668.24 10.02 203.4 684.620303.4 6 239. 10.02 0

11
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also experienced abuse from someone else other than a partner or ex-
partner or family member. 9 people were abused by people in all three of
these categories.

These experiences of multiple perpetrators suggest ongoing experiences of
violence and abuse. They also point to particular vulnerabilities to further
abuse and violence from those other than the original perpetrator. This is a
risk factor which should be accounted for when addressing LGBT needs.

Childhood abuse

Just under half (48%) of those who answered the domestic violence and
abuse question said that yes to thequestion ‘when you were a child did
you experience abuse or violence from a family member or someone close
to you?' (see table 2.2d). Thus, 13% of the entire samplead experienced
abuse or violence as a child . However, this question was only posed to
those who had experienced abuse, violence or harassment from a family
member or someone close to them and not to the entire sample. Therefore,
this may be an undercounting of the prevalence of experiences of abuse or
violence in childhood as it does not include that perpetrated by anyone
other than family members or people close to the individual.. Due to the
sensitivities associated with this question, particularly amongst the LGBT
population, where child abuse can wrongly be associated with
sexual/gender identities, it was felt that this was the most appropriate
place to put this question.

The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC)
estimate that 7% of children experienced serious physical abuse at the
hands of their parents or carers during childhood, 6% of children
experienced serious absence of care at home during childhood, 6% of
children experienced frequent and severe emotional maltreatment during
childhood (Cawson et al, 2000). Although these figures are not comparable
with the question asked here, they do highlight an area of need for LGBT
young people. The NSPCC figures and the Count Me In Too figures point to
a need that may need to be addressed with LGBT young people and with
LGBT people as adults.

Table 2.2d: When you were a child, did you experience abuse or violence from a
family member or someone close to you?(% of those who answered
‘yes’ having experienced abuse, violence and/or harassment from
family / someone close to them)

12

Count Me In Too— Additional Findings Report: Domestic Violence & Abuse©2007 Dr. Kath Browne & Spectrum



Count Me In Too— Additional Findings Report: Domestic Violence & Abuse©2007 Dr. Kath Browne & Spectrum

13



14

Figure 2.3a: Experiences of sexual assault and criminal damage by surviving
domestic violence and abuse

Other people affected by the abuse

70 respondents (which equates to 29% of all who had experienced abuse
from a family member / someone close to them, or 9% of all respondents)
selected at least one of the boxes in question 23b, indicating that
someone else had been affected by the abuse . The most common
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indicated that other people were affected by this abuse. This suggests that
there are particular vulnerabilities relating to experiences of abuse and
violence. The British Crime Survey (2000) found that 57% of domestic
violence victims were repeat victims. Previous sexual assault is also a risk
factor for future violence (see chapter 2.3). Supporting this is the evidence
from other safety questions (regarding sexual assault) which indicate that
survivors of domestic violence are more likely than those who have not
experienced domestic violence to have been victims of sexual assault as
well as criminal damage. From this research it is unclear if this was related
to their experiences of domestic violence and abuse.

The prevalence of domestic violence and abuse suggests thathere is a
need to address this across a range of services, including child and

adult services, domestic violence, safety services and other support
systems. Although domestic violence and abuse should never be
presumed simply because a person is LGBT, neither should it be ruled out.
The remainder of the report will address variations between LGBT people
and experiences of domestic violence and abuse before moving into the
specific areas of reporting, relationships, families, fear, support, health,
housing and consultation and monitoring.

15
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Differences In
experiences of domestic
violence and abuse
between LGBT people

Introduction

Although the term LGBT isused throughout this and other reports, this is a
disparate grouping. This chapter investgates the differences between this
grouping, exploring those who may be most vulnerable within this
categorisation. It also offers key demographics for this grouping. The
chapter moves through gendered differences, to differences relating to
sexuality, ethnicity, disability, deaf and hard of hearing and mental health
difficulties. The research illuminates some key differentiations between
these groupings and it then outlines the age range of the sample, number
of parents and differences from the overall sample in relation to debt.

Gender of the survivor

Findings from the British Crime Survey (Walby and Allen, 2004), found that
in the year prior to interview, therewere an estimated 129 million incidents
of domestic violence acts (nonsexual threats or force) against women and
2.5 million against men in England and Wales. Moreover, the often cited
figure of domestic violence affecting one in four women and one in six men
conceals that 47 per cent of male vetims experienced a single incident
with a mean average of seven incidents per victim compared with only 28
per cent of female victims experiencing a single incident with a mean
average of 20 incidents per victim. Researchers concluded therefore that
gender, is a "significant risk factor" as “women are more likely than men to
experience interpersonal violence,especially sexual violence” (k)2( s(29aochers )6(con)6(c

17
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domestic violence. Thus, LGBT men may be at more risk of this form of
abuse and violence than the general sample. However, due to the lifetime
scope of the data it is important to treat these figures with caution. Further

research is needed to ascertain whether LGBT experiences mirror or
challenge heterosexual gender differences in experiences of repeat
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Table 3.2a shows the gendered breakdown of experiences of domestic
violence and abuse. This result mirrors that found in the Count Me In
research where men (18%) were less likely to have experienced abuse,

19
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Table 3.2b  Have you ever experienced ary abuse, violence or harassment from a
family member or from someone close to you?by recoded ‘abused
by’ categories

No gender/other
Male DV&A Female DV&A gender DV&A

Abused by ... survivors survivors survivor Total
Partner or
ex-partner No. 66 60 3 131
% 56.9 55.0 375 55.0
Family Members No. 47 49 5 102
% 40.5 45.02 12 re f0 g BT 654.2 -5. Vd8.2 -5. Vd8.12 25 1 scn 230.2
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Sexuality

Slightly under half of bisexuals (44%, n. 19) and around a third of
lesbians / gay women (34% n. 91) also stated they had experienced
abuse, violence or harassment froma family member / someone close to
them. Gay men were the least likely to have experienced this (25%, n. 104)
(see table 10.3 a). The presence o& significant difference between the
bisexual and other category and leshians and gay men is another area that

21
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For all LGBT people, domestic violence and abuse can pertain to a rejection
of their sexual and gender identities. This can have similar consequences
for all genders (for example forced marriage, isolation and overcoming

religious and cultural pressures).

Disability

Those who identified as disabled or having a long term impairment
were more likely to have experienced abuse, violence or harassment

from a family member / someone close to them (p<0.05) than other
respondents . Half (51%) of those who defined as physically disabled or
long term health impaired had experienced this compared to just over a
quarter (27%) of those who did not identiy in this category (see table 3.6a).
This indicates an area of vulnerability that may have been caused by
domestic violence and abuse, or may be exploited by perpetrators of
violence.

Table 3.6a: Domestic violence and abuse by physical disability or long term
health impairment

Physical disability/long term health impairment Yes No Total
Yes No. 57 56 113
% 50.4 49.6 100
No No. 182 484 666
% 27.3 72.7 100
Total No. 239 540 779
% 30.7 69.3 100

P<0.0005 (Continuity Correction)

This is consistent with the limited research that has been conducted into
the experiences of disabled women, which shows that disabled women are
twice as likely to experience domestic violence as non-disabled women
(1995 British Crime Survey, also confirmed by data from other countries).
They are also likely to experience abuse over a longer period of time and to
suffer more severe injuries as a reslt of the violence. Further research
should explore LGBT experiences of domestic violence and abuse in
relation to disability.

Disabled people are also more likely to have experienced abuse from
others (39%) than non-disabled people who have experienced domestic
violence and abuse (23%). Although some of these others included friends
and family, there is a need to investigate the vulnerability of this grouping

within LGBT populations.

23
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Deaf or hard of hearing

Those with a hearing impairment were more likely (42%) to have
experienced abuse from a family me mber or someone close to them
than other respondents (30%), but the difference was not statistically
significant.

Table 3.7a  Domestic violence and abuse by hearing impairment

Yes No Total

Yes No. 10 14 24
% 41.7 58.3 100

No No. 230 530 760
% 30.3 69.7 100

Total No. 240 544 784
% 30.6 69.4 100

Not Significant

Similar to the disabled grouping above, deaf and hard of hearing people

(54%, n. 7) are more likely to be abused by others than non-deaf people
(35%, n. 56) (p=.02) who have experienced domestic violence and abuse.
Although these figures are low, they should be taken as indicative and

addressed both within Deaf communities and services and LGBT

communities and services.

Mental health

There was also a statistically significant relationship (p< 0.05) between
those who identified with particular mental health difficulties and those
who have experienced some form of abuse, violence or harassment from a
family member or from someone close. Over half (53%) of those with
poor mental health in the last tw
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Parenting or closely related to a child

20% of those who have experienced domestic violence, compared to
14% of those who have not experienced domestic violence are
parents or closely related to a child  (p. =.04). 23% of those who have
been abused by family members are parents and 24% of those who have
been abused by partner or ex-partners are parents.

39% of those who said that a child under 16 was also affected by the
violence are also parents. Although from this survey it cannot be
ascertained whether it was these children that were affected by the
violence and abuse, this is an area of consideration for services and further
research. It should be noted that a violent or abusive home situation could
be coupled with bullying at school due to a parents sexual/gender identity
and other forms of vulnerability for children. This would require support
mechanisms for both children and parents.

Conclusions

It can be seen that more vulnerable/marginalised/less powerful groups
within the LGBT such as women, those who are disabled, D/deaf or have
had poor mental health in the past 12 months are more likely to have
experienced domestic violence and abuse. Similarly, those who can be
considered more marginalised, trans people, bi people and those who
defined their ethnicity as ‘other’ are also more likely to be survivors or
domestic violence. Similar to other research, it can also be concluded that
domestic violence is gendered, that is, the gender of both victim and
offender influences the behaviours of both. Those who have survived
domestic violence are more likely to be in debt. Women are more likely to
have experienced abuse from a partner or ex-partner of a different gender
than men. From this research it is clear that there are areas of potentially
multiple marginalisation and vulnerabilities associated with surviving

domestic violence and abuse. Furtherinvestigations should explore the

intersections between different experiences of marginality and abuse and
violence. Furthermore, it is clear that domestic violence and abuse should
be considered across the range of services that provide for LGBT people.
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Reporting of domestic
violence and abuse

Introduction

It is acknowledged that domestic violence and abuse is hugely under-
reported to authorities and the police in heterosexual partnership contexts

and in terms of child abuse. This chapter examines the reporting of LGBT
domestic violence and abuse. It addresses the level of reporting and
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Nationally, much domestic violence still goes unreported to the police.
While many survivors have sought help from the police in an emergency,
for others calling the police is not the first option, and is often only a last
resort after repeated attacks. Every minute in the UK, the police receive a
call from the public for assistance for domestic violence. This leads to
police receiving an estimated 1,300 c#ls each day or over 570,000 each
year (Stanko, 2000). However, according to the British Crime Survey, only
40.2% of actual domestic violence crime is reported to the police (Dodd et
al, 2004).

Many aspects of domestic violence are difficult to define as crimes, nor do
they fit readily into common categories of ‘assault’ under criminal law. This

‘incident-focused’ system doesn’'t adequately address many aspects of
ongoing coercive, abusive and threatening behaviour, and the
psychological harm that this can cause. Nevertheless the criminal justice

system has an important role to play in preventing and challenging
domestic violence, both symbolically and practically.

There was some evidence that the plice were not always respectful to
LGBT survivors. This incident occurred outside of Brighton & Hove:

Researcher 1: Do you feel they [the police, outside Brighton & Hove]
were respectful to you?

Judith: No, they used to say ‘Oh, it's you two dykes again. Oh,
it's yous two’. So yeah, that was a problem.

(Domestic violence and abuse interview)

For those who reported some form of violence, abuse and harassment from
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Respondents were least likely to state that they did not report because of
their non-productive past experienceof reporting (4%). Of those who gave
reasons for not reporting an incident (of domestic abuse), over a third
(36%) indicated they this was for another reason to those offered on the
guestionnaire. Respondents were asked to specify why they didn't report
the incident. Table 4.2c indicates themore common reasons in this data.

Table 4.2c:  Why didn’t you report?- other please specify

Reason given Number
Not important/serious/not realising it was abuse 12

Dealt with it myself

Personal/private issue

Didn’t need reporting/unreportable (e.g. verbal abuse)
Too long ago

Would have outed myself/related to coming out

W N N 00 o ©

Violence from both parties

12 people said that they did not realise it was abuse or did not consider the
incident serious enough. This points to a need for education regarding

domestic violence and abuse, as well as a re-assessment of acceptable
forms of interactions. A further 8 people said that the in
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Family specific reasons included: Because he was my father and we
thought it was discipline | was a child; | just kept quiet; Family disagreement
over inviting other family members to a commitment ceremonyThese
reasons highlight the diverse nature of family domestic violence and abuse
that may or may not be relatedto sexual/gender identities.

Conclusions

Domestic violence and abuse is clearly underreported amongst LGBT
people. Amongst the wide variety of reasons for not reporting domestic
violence and abuse, it is clear that there are specific emotional issues, that
relate to connections between those who are implicated in the experience,
the perception of ‘private issues’ and the concealment of sexual/gender
identities. The desire to help and heal is one that should be noted and
points to the need for partnershi p working to increase domestic
violence and abuse reporting, and perhaps more importantly to ensure
that survivors of domestic violence and abuse are supported. However,
there is a need to address the under reporting of domestic violence and
abuse across the range addressed here from family violence and abuse to
partner violence and abuse as well as violence and abuse from others.
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Relationships and Sex

Introduction

99% of those who have experienced domestic violence have been in a
relationship (compared to 96% of those who have not experienced abuse, p
=.02). 37% are not in a relationship now, 55% are in a relationship with
someone of the same sex, 5% with a person of a different gender, 1% with
more than one person. This chapter wil address partnered relationships,
marriage and sex, exploring specific issues for LGBT people who have
experienced both partnered and family domestic violence and abuse.

Poor/troubled relationships

73% of those who have survived do mestic violence described their
current or most recent relationship as good or satisfactory, compared

to 87% of those who had not expe rienced domestic violence and
abuse. Although we cannot infer that these relationships were violent or
abusive, there is a highly signifiant association (p<.00001) between being
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problems, and she's didn't address them and we did
ask for counselling for her and even me, | said that |
would like to go with her maybe, to help her see what's
wrong with her and to help her understand herself. But
there wasn't enough things open for us as being a
lesbian couple. There was nothing, without children,
and | can't do everything myself, you know.

In Canada there have been instances where children have been removed
from their families due to homophobic attitudes from social workers
towards same sex relationships. These have included the attribution of the
abuse in lesbian relationships to the ‘unhealthy / abnormal’ state of lesbian
relationships. In this quote, Judith indicated that social services were
involved in ensuring the safety and well-being of her children and required
her to make changes to her behaviour and sign and undertaking to do so.
The harm of domestic violence and abuse to children should not be under-
estimated, yet the dangers of homophobic, biphobic and transphobic
attribution should also be guarded against.

Judith’s narrative in this quote reiterates the reasons given for not
reporting domestic violence and abuse (see chapter 4 above). Participants
in the questionnaires noted specific difficulties pertaining to the
punishment model of the policing system and the problems with
attributing blame to one partner. Here the lack of general support for
LGBT troubled relationships was problematic . However, services and
support for, and interventions in, LGBT relationships should be aware of
the potential harm of remaining in abusive relationships . This is a
particularly important factor for relationship counselling (e.g. Relate and
similar projects). There is growing evidence of thecontra-indication of
relationship counselling in order to sustain an abusive relationship
as this can put survivors at further risk and increase the negative
emotional impacts of these relationships. However, where domestic
violence and abuse is not a current issue, these counselling services could
prevent abusive situations occurring as well as helping LGBT relationships.

In detailing the abusive relationship, itis clear that Judith’'s ex- partner was
both dependant and violent, and that this violence was at times
reciprocated. Yet, the focus on her children’s protection is clear in the
narrative and it is apparent that this is Judith’s primary concern and the
reason she fled her home. Parents can employ diverse strategies to protect
their children in violent and abusive situations. It is important in violent
relationships that the safety of children is recognised by services and those
involved in the relationship, in order to mitigate against the effects of
domestic violence and abuse for children. Although the presence of the
children made the situation difficult, it was also the reason that Judith left.
This indicates that where children are present they can in part offer some
incentive to leave the relationship and the relationship can have some
support from children’s’ social services (although only for the protection of
the children). Where having children is perceived as a barrier, financially
and emotionally, to fleeing the home, this may result in hiding/minimizing
the abuse. Judith was aware of the implications of domestic violence and
abuse on her children and sought to bring them to safety. This may not be
the case for all. Moreover, children may effectively ‘tie’ a partner into an
abusive relationship. In addition, leaving an abuser can result in more
danger as Judith notes she moved numerous times to ‘get away from her’.
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